
1942: African American WWII soldiers 
returning from Europe and the Pacific establish 
the Double V campaign insisting that victory at 
home against Jim Crow segregation is essential 
for victory in the global war against fascism. 
 
 
1945 October 24: The United Nations is 
founded in San Francisco, California and the 
headquarters are later moved to New York. 
African American scholar, Ralph Bunche, serves 
as chief advisor to the US delegation and plays 
an integral role in the formation of the UN 
charter, specifically the charter’s article dealing 
with the future of the colonial world. 
 
 
1947 October 23: The NAACP files “An 
Appeal to the World,” a petition in the United 
Nations protesting the treatment of blacks in the 
United States. W.E.B. Dubois is the principal 
author. 
 
 
1947 December 4: The UN Commission on 
Human Rights rejects the NAACP’s petition but 
the NAACP office in New York is flooded with 
requests for copies of the document from around 
the globe. 
 
 
1945: December 10: The General Assembly of 
the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in New 
York, NY. 
 
 
1951: William Patterson, Chairman of the Civil 
Rights Congress (CRC), delivers a petition to 
the United Nations Committee on Human Rights 
in Geneva, Switzerland claiming that the US 
government was complicit in genocide against 
African Americans. The lengthy petition, titled 
“We Charge Genocide” consists of 
documentation of 153 killings among other 
human rights abuses from 1945-1951.  
 
 
1954 May 17: In Brown V. Board of Education 
of Topeka, Kansas the US Supreme Court rules 
that segregated schools are “inherently unequal” 
and orders that schools be integrated with “all 
deliberate speed.” Briefs presented to the 
Supreme Court emphasize the international 
criticism of US race relations and the US image 
abroad. 

 
 
1955: Rosa Parks attends Highlander Folk 
School in Tennessee and studies the UN’s 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights during a 
workshop focused on the dismantling of 
Southern segregation laws. 
 
 
1955 April 18-25: The Bandung Conference is 
held in Bandung, Indonesia and included leaders 
of 29 African and Asian nations. The leaders 
discussed how to support one another in 
achieving social and economic well-being for 
their mostly impoverished populations. Their 
agenda addresses race, religion, colonialism, 
national sovereignty, and the promotion of world 
peace. The foremost figure of these nations was 
Ahmed Sukarno, president of Indonesia, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, prime minister of India, 
Kwame Nkrumah, prime minister of the Gold 
Coast (later Ghana), Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
president of Egypt, Chou En Lai, premier of 
China, Ho Chi Minh, prime minister of Vietnam, 
and Congressman Adam Clayton Powell of 
Harlem, New York. 
 
 
1955 December 1: Rosa Parks is arrested for 
refusing to give up her seat on a bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama. A well planned boycott 
of city buses continues for over a year and 
resulted in desegregation on city buses and the 
hiring of black bus drivers. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. utilizes the Gandhian philosophy of 
nonviolent direct action to inspire the disciplined 
boycott.  
 
1957 September 4: Nine students volunteer to 
integrate Little Rock Central High School, but 
are kept from entering the school by armed 
Arkansas national guardsmen. International 
press coverage and outrage directed at US 
embassies abroad contribute to Eisenhower’s 
decision to order the 101st Airborne to protect 
students. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
warns government officials, “This situation was 
ruining our foreign policy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1957: Ghana achieves its independence from 
Great Britain. African American leaders Prime 
Minister Kwame Nkrumah hosts African 
American leaders at the independence festivities 
including, Martin Luther King, Jr., A. Philip 
Randolph, Adam Clayton Powell, and Ralph 
Bunche. King returns to Montgomery and tells 
his congregation, “Ghana tells us that the forces 
of the universe are on the side of justice…An 
old order of colonialism, of segregation, 
discrimination is passing away now. And a new 
order of justice, freedom and good will is being 
born.” 
 
 
1959: King visits India, where his involvement 
in the Montgomery Bus Boycott was well 
documented in Indian newspapers.  King 
recalled, "We were looked upon as brothers, 
with the color of our skins as something of an 
asset. But the strongest bond of fraternity was 
the common cause of minority and colonial 
peoples in America, Africa, and Asia struggling 
to throw off racism and imperialism." Their 
overlapping experiences with racism and 
common philosophy of liberation sparked 
numerous conversations.  
 
 
1960: Known as the “Year of Africa” numerous 
African nations gain independence. African 
Americans pay close attention this historic 
transformation. James Baldwin quoted one 
African American as saying, “At the rate things 
are going here, …all of Africa will be free 
before we can get a lousy cup of coffee.” 
 
 
1961 February: Prime Minister Patrice 
Lumumba of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo is assassinated while in custody of 
Belgian troops, who are supported by the US 
government.  African American leaders and 
activists demonstrate in the gallery of the United 
Nations Security Council in New York including 
Maya Angelou and Amiri Baraka. Protests also 
occur in San Francisco at the Belgian consulate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1963 May 3: Under the leadership of Reverend 
Fred Shuttlesworth, founder of the Alabama 
Christian Movement for Human Rights, the 
nonviolent campaign to end segregation and 
extend employment to African Americans 
begins in Birmingham, Alabama. Young 
nonviolent protesters are met with brutal 
repression tactics, including police dogs, fire 
hoses and physical attacks by police. 
Photographs of the events are front page in 
newspapers world-wide. President Kennedy 
expresses deep concern of the US image. 
 
 
1957 December 10: Human Rights Day was 
organized “to protest the apartheid policies of 
the Union of South Africa and to demand that 
the Union live up to its obligations under Article 
I, Paragraph 3 of the United Nations Charter.” 
The event is organized by the American 
Committee on Africa including Eleanor 
Roosevelt, International Chairman, James A. 
Pike, U.S. Chairman and Martin Luther King, 
U.S. Vice-Chairman.  
 
1963 May 23: First meeting of the Organization 
of African Unity takes place in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia and was attended by African heads of 
state. The harsh treatment of civil rights 
protestors in Birmingham was a subject of 
discussion and the attendees drafted a statement 
for President Kennedy. 
 
 
1963 August 28: More than 250,000 people 
gather at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington 
DC for the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom. John Lewis represents the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee in his 
speech demanding protecting voting rights of 
African Americans, “One man, one vote is 
Africa’s cry and it is our cry.” The March was 
an international event, spawning sympathy 
marches around the world. 
 
 
1963 September 15: Four young girls are killed 
in Birmingham, Alabama when their church is 
bombed in retaliation for the nonviolent protest 
of the summer. International outrage falls on the 
US government for failure to protect its citizens. 
SNCC activists picket the UN in reaction to the 
murders. 
 
 



1964: Malcolm X goes on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and returns with new 
insight regarding the possibility of positive race 
relations among blacks and whites in America. 
 
 
1964: Martin Luther King, Jr. receives the Nobel 
Peace Prize and accepts his award in Norway. 
The honor reflects the global awareness and 
support for his commitment to human rights in 
the United States. 
 
 
1964 June 28: Malcolm X announces the 
formation of the Organization of Afro-American 
Unity at a press conference in New York City. 
 
 
1964 July 2: President Johnson signs the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, outlawing discrimination in 
public places, federal programs and 
employment. (Washington, DC) 
 
 
1964 July 17: Malcolm X attends the second 
meeting of the Organization of African Unity in 
Cairo, Egypt. He presents a petition asking “In 
the interest of world peace, we beseech the 
heads of the independent African states to 
recommend an immediate investigation into our 
problem by the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1965 July 9: Congress passes the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. The Voting Rights Act prohibited 
the states from using literacy tests and other 
methods of excluding African Americans from 
voting. (Washington, DC) 
 
 
1966: Muhammad Ali, world heavyweight 
champion refuses to join the US army in protest 
against the war in Vietnam. 
 
 
1966: The Black Panther Party (BPP) is formed 
in Oakland, California. As part of their 10 point 
program they demand, “We want land, bread, 
housing, education, clothing, justice and peace.”  
 
 
1967: BPP and SNCC form an alliance and link 
their ideological struggle with other nation’s 
freedom struggles against imperialism in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. As an international 
organization, Stokely Carmichael is appointed 
Prime Minister and James Forman as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs.  
 
 
1967 April 4: King speaks out against the war in 
Vietnam addressing a crowd of 3,000 people in 
Riverside Church in New York City. In his 
speech entitled “Beyond Vietnam” King argued 
that the war effort was "taking the young black 
men who have been crippled by our society and 
sending them 8,000 miles away to guarantee 
liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not 
found in southwest Georgia and East Harlem." 
Two weeks later, he and other activists led 
thousands of demonstrators on an antiwar march 
to the United Nations. 

 
 



 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Preamble 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice 

and peace in the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous 

acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world 

in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom 

from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common 

people,  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 

resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 

protected by the rule of law,  

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 

nations,  

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 

faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person 

and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote 

social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,  

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation 

with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms,  

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the 

greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,  

Now, therefore,  

The General Assembly,  

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and 

every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by 

 



 

teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 

progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 

effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States 

themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article I  

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a 

spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 

without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.  

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, 

jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person 

belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other 

limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3  

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.  

Article 4  

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 

prohibited in all their forms.  

Article 5  

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

or punishment.  

 



 

Article 6  

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 

protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such 

discrimination.  

Article 8  

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 

for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10  

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent 

and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any 

criminal charge against him.  

Article 11  

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 

innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he 

has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 

omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or 

international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier 

 



 

penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal 

offence was committed.  

Article 12  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has 

the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.  

Article 13  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each State.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to 

return to his country.  

Article 14  

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 

persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 

arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15  

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 

change his nationality.  

Article 16  

 



 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality 

or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled 

to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 

intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 

entitled to protection by society and the State.  

Article 17  

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.  

Article 18  

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.  

Article 21  

 



 

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 

directly or through freely chosen representatives.  

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.  

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; 

this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall 

be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 

equivalent free voting procedures.  

Article 22  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 

to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in 

accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, 

social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development 

of his personality.  

Article 23  

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 

favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 

work.  

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration 

ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 

and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of 

his interests.  

Article 24  

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 

working hours and periodic holidays with pay.  

 



 

Article 25  

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing 

and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security 

in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or 

other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All 

children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 

protection.  

Article 26  

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 

compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all 

on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further 

the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children.  

Article 27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and 

its benefits.  

 



 

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the 

author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 

freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29  

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 

development of his personality is possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only 

to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 

securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others 

and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the 

general welfare in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 30  

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or 

person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 

destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.  
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Handout A: UN Human Rights Panel Members 
 
Introduction to the Human Rights Panel Hearing 
In July of 1964 Malcolm X attended the second meeting of the Organization of African Unity. He 
presented a petition asking “In the interest of world peace, we beseech the heads of the 
independent African states to recommend an immediate investigation into our problem by the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights.” According to UN procedures, a nation can 
request a human rights investigation of another country on behalf of the people whose rights 
have been violated. The African heads of state discussed the proposition at the OAU summit 
but failed to bring the case before the UN.  
 
Although the United Nations Commission of Human Rights did not conduct the investigation, 
you will conduct this investigation in your classroom to determine whether human rights had 
been violated in the United States. Each of you will play a different but important role so be sure 
to know your part. Good luck! 
 
Instructions for UN Human Rights Panel Members 
You are one of five panel members who will run the investigation and hearing. Your job is to 
prepare questions for your witnesses, review the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR), run the hearing and create a report for the UN body based on your findings. In order to 
accomplish your task use the following action items. 
 

1. Meet with the panel members, elect a chairperson and decide on procedures. 
2. Review the UDHR. Identify possible violations of articles. 
3. Prepare questions for your witnesses. 
4. Decide the order witnesses will be questioned. Note that your witnesses will have a brief 

opening statement. 
5. Take notes during hearing to prepare for your writing assignment. 
6. At the end of the hearing, reporters will interview witnesses, delegates and citizens. At 

that time your panel will vote whether or not human rights violations have occurred and 
decide on recommended action. The Chairperson will announce your decision. 

 
Writing Assignment: After the hearing and announcement of your findings, prepare a report to 
the United Nations. In your report include the most important information from your witnesses, 
the specific violations of the UDHR and your recommendations for action. 
!
!
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Handout B: UN Delegates 
 
Introduction to the Human Rights Panel Hearing 
In July of 1964 Malcolm X attended the second meeting of the Organization of African Unity. He 
presented a petition asking “In the interest of world peace, we beseech the heads of the 
independent African states to recommend an immediate investigation into our problem by the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights.” According to UN procedures, a nation can 
request a human rights investigation of another country on behalf of the people whose rights 
have been violated. The African heads of state discussed the proposition at the OAU summit 
but failed to bring the case before the UN.  
 
Although the United Nations Commission of Human Rights did not conduct the investigation, 
you will conduct this investigation in your classroom to determine whether human rights had 
been violated in the United States. Each of you will play a different but important role so be sure 
to know your part. Good luck! 
 
Instructions for UN Delegate 
You are Minister Milton Obote of Uganda. As a UN delegate you will listen to the hearing and 
determine whether human rights violations have occurred in the United States and whether the 
United Nations should take action. If you believe the United Nations should take action, what 
action will you recommend? In order to accomplish your task use the following action items. 
 

1. Review the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 
2. Research the history of the United Nations and Human Rights Commission. 
3. Create a name plate to be placed on your desk during the hearing. 
4. Take notes during the hearing for use in your writing assignment. 
5. Be prepared to answer questions from the press. They will ask you whether you believe 

human rights violations have occurred and what action, if any, the United Nations should 
take. 

 
Writing Assignment: Write a speech to be given on the floor of the United Nations regarding 
your conclusion at the end of the hearing. Include a summary of the human rights violations and 
the actions you believe the United Nations should take. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Handout C: African American Leaders 
 
Introduction to the Human Rights Panel Hearing 
In July of 1964 Malcolm X attended the second meeting of the Organization of African Unity. He 
presented a petition asking “In the interest of world peace, we beseech the heads of the 
independent African states to recommend an immediate investigation into our problem by the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights.” According to UN procedures, a nation can 
request a human rights investigation of another country on behalf of the people whose rights 
have been violated. The African heads of state discussed the proposition at the OAU summit 
but failed to bring the case before the UN.  
 
Although the United Nations Commission of Human Rights did not conduct the investigation, 
you will conduct this investigation in your classroom to determine whether human rights had 
been violated in the United States. Each of you will play a different but important role so be sure 
to know your part. Good luck! 
 
Instructions for African American Leaders 
You are the witnesses to human rights violations in the United States. Follow the action items in 
order to prepare for the hearing. As a witness to the Human Rights Commission, you will 
provide the panel with evidence of human rights violations by the United States. Your teacher 
will assign to you one of the individuals listed below. 
 

1. Review the UDHR. 
2. Research your assigned role. 
3. Create a name plate to be placed on your desk during the hearing. 
4. Prepare a 4-5 sentence opening statement including your name, the organization you 

represent. During the hearing you will be asked questions by the panel. Be prepared to 
share your evidence. 

5. Take notes during the hearing for use in your writing assignment.  
6. Feel free to create informational posters to share with the panel. 

 
Writing Assignment: At the end of the hearing create a letter to report on the content of the 
hearing and the decision of the panel. The letter will be addressed to the organization you 
represent.  
 
African American Leaders of the 1950’s and 1960’s 
William Patterson, Chairman of the Civil Rights Congress 
Fannie Lou Hamer, Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
Malcolm X, Organization of Afro-American Unity 
Martin Luther King, Jr., SCLC 
Diane Nash, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
John Lewis, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
Septima Clark, Highlander Folk School 
Bayard Rustin, Congress on Racial Equality 
Fred Shuttlesworth, Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights (ACHR) 
 
Use the King Encyclopedia to begin your research: 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/liberation_curriculum/encyclopedia/index.htm 
 



 
Handout D: US Citizen 
 
Introduction to the Human Rights Panel Hearing 
In July of 1964 Malcolm X attended the second meeting of the Organization of African Unity. He 
presented a petition asking “In the interest of world peace, we beseech the heads of the 
independent African states to recommend an immediate investigation into our problem by the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights.” According to UN procedures, a nation can 
request a human rights investigation of another country on behalf of the people whose rights 
have been violated. The African heads of state discussed the proposition at the OAU summit 
but failed to bring the case before the UN.  
 
Although the United Nations Commission of Human Rights did not conduct the investigation, 
you will conduct this investigation in your classroom to determine whether human rights had 
been violated in the United States. Each of you will play a different but important role so be sure 
to know your part. Good luck! 
 
Instructions for US Citizen 
You are a US citizen concerned with human rights violations in the United States. You served 
during World War II and believe strongly that your fellow soldiers fought bravely to secure 
democracy across the globe. You believe that democracy is threatened as a result of human 
rights violations against African Americans in the United States. You are also concerned that 
communist ideas are threatening American democracy. 
 
Your role as a citizen attending the hearing is to form an opinion and share it with the press.  In 
order to accomplish your task use the following action items. 
 

1. Review the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 
2. Research the history of the United Nations and the Human Rights Commission. 
3. Listen closely to the witnesses and take notes during the hearing. You will use your 

notes during the press interview and the writing assignment. 
4. After the hearing you will be interviewed by a member of the press. Share your opinions 

and the action you believe the United Nations should take.  
 
Writing Assignment: Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about the hearing and 
the action you believe the United Nations should take. Be sure to include a summary of the 
witnesses, the information covered in the hearing and the human rights violations which 
occurred.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Handout E: Journalist 
 
Introduction to the Human Rights Panel Hearing 
In July of 1964 Malcolm X attended the second meeting of the Organization of African Unity. He 
presented a petition asking “In the interest of world peace, we beseech the heads of the 
independent African states to recommend an immediate investigation into our problem by the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights.” According to UN procedures, a nation can 
request a human rights investigation of another country on behalf of the people whose rights 
have been violated. The African heads of state discussed the proposition at the OAU summit 
but failed to bring the case before the UN.  
 
Although the United Nations Commission of Human Rights did not conduct the investigation, 
you will conduct this investigation in your classroom to determine whether human rights had 
been violated in the United States. Each of you will play a different but important role so be sure 
to know your part. Good luck! 
 
Instructions for Journalist 
You are a reporter for the New York Times and you have been covering the marches and 
demonstrations of African American civil rights leaders, such as the Montgomery bus boycott, 
the Birmingham campaign and the Selma to Montgomery march.  
Your role as a reporter is to write an article about the hearing. In order to accomplish your task 
use the following action items. 
 

1. Review the UDHR and research the events mentioned above. 
2. Take notes during the hearing for your article.  
3. As you take notes, create a list of questions to ask the witnesses. 
4. After the hearing you will have a chance to ask questions of the witnesses, citizens and 

a UN delegate.  
 
Writing Assignment: Write an article for the New York Times about the hearing. Be sure to 
include a summary of the witness testimony, the human rights violations and the opinions of the 
UN delegates and the US citizens who attended the hearing. 
 
Use the King Encyclopedia to begin your research on the Montgomery bus boycott, the 
Birmingham campaign and the Selma to Montgomery march: 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/liberation_curriculum/encyclopedia/index.htm 
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The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 







Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

Analyze a Written Document

Meet the document.
Type (check all that apply):
	❑	Letter	 ❑	Speech	 ❑	Patent ❑	Telegram	 ❑	Court document 
 ❑	Chart	 ❑	Newspaper  ❑	Advertisement ❑	Press Release ❑	Memorandum 
	❑	Report ❑	Email ❑	Identification document	 	 ❑	Presidential document	 	

	❑	Congressional document ❑	Other 	

Describe it as if you were explaining to someone who can’t see it.
Think about:  Is it handwritten or typed? Is it all by the same person? Are there stamps or other marks? What else do you see on it?

Observe its parts.
Who wrote it?  

Who read/received it? 

When is it from? 

Where is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What is it talking about?

Write one sentence summarizing this document.

Why did the author write it?   

Quote evidence from the document that tells you this.

What was happening at the time in history this document was created?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this document that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 
event or topic?


